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NEWS RELEASE

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON STUDENTS WILL GROW THEN DONATE HAIR
TO BENEFIT CHILDREN SUFFERING MEDICAL HAIR LOSS
DAYTON, Ohio- To more than 100 University of Dayton students, the phrase "give
'til it hurts" means parting with something far more valuable than cash. These students will

grow their hair for six months, only to have their locks lopped for charity.
The hair-raising project will benefit Locks of Love, a Lake Worth, Fla.-based nonprofit
that provides hairpieces to financially disadvantaged children suffering medical hair loss. The
project is sponsored by UD's Student Government Association and will culminate March 28 in
an afternoon of free hair cuts donated by Square One salon in Dayton.
Participating students must donate a minimum of six inches of hair, and most donations
will be used to make custom-fitted hairpieces. Donations not suitable for a child's hairpiece will
be sold by Locks of Love to help offset the cost of manufacturing the cranial prostheses.
Most of the children served by Locks of Love suffer from alopecia areata, an
autoimmune condition that causes partial or total hair loss and for which there is no known
cause or cure. Other hairpiece recipients have lost hair to burns, chemotherapy or other reasons
related to illness.
UD project coordinator Christy McBride, a junior, learned of Locks of Love while
watching television and brought the idea of a group project to student government officers. She
said she was hoping to get as many as 25 students to participate in the project, but thought it
might take a lot of persuasion to reach that goal. Instead, McBride said she was "ecstatic"
when 105 students initially signed up, with more volunteers coming forward as news of the
project continues to spread.
"I thought I'd have to beg my friends to sign up. Instead we had to get a second piece of
poster board to hold all the names we were pinning up," McBride said.
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Most of the volunteers are women, but a handful of men signed up as well. Jeff
Shoemaker, a fifth-year civil engineering major who already sports a good 12 inches of hair,
signed up because he knows people who have lost hair to illness and believes the self esteem
issue is even tougher for young people to deal with, he said.
For some students, the prospect of losing a half-foot of hair or more is chilling. Junior
Molly Middleton winces a little when she talks about cutting her hair - thick, naturally curly
auburn locks that cascade past her shoulders.
For other students, going without a hair cut for six months will be the real challenge.
Junior Annie Gossett, who gets her "hair cut religiously every two months," said it will feel
strange to have her hair grow past her shoulders. "But I've signed up, so I'm not backing out,"
she said.
Regardless of the small sacrifices they'll make to participate in the project, Shoemaker,
Middleton and Gossett all trivialized the idea of hair vanity in light of the challenges faced by
the youths who will benefit from their donations.
Cutting her luxurious locks will be "such a simple way to help a child in a very big way,"
Middleton said. "These children already have to face the difficulty of living with a disease. The
added alienation from losing their hair can be devastating. By donating my hair, I hope I can
restore some feeling of normality to the life of a little girl whose family would normally not be
able to afford it."
Cathleen Cason, executive assistant for Locks of Love, said the student donations will
be welcomed. "We are pleased to see students getting together for a project like this. It's a big
help to us and we really appreciate it."
Brent Johnson, manager and one of the owners of Square One, said the salon is often
involved in projects and fund-raising for nonprofit organizations and was happy to volunteer
appointment and employee time for the UD project. "I think what the students are doing is
wonderful, and we wanted to help because we really believe in people working together to
support the community," he said.
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For media interviews, contact Christine McBride at (937) 627-5291 or via e-mail at
cappanncm@notes.udayton.edu; Jeff Shoemaker at (937) 627-8288 or via e-mail at
shoemajr@notes.udayton.edu; Molly Middleton at (937) 627-5276 or via e-mail at
middlemc@notes.udayton.edu; Annie Gossett at (937) 627-5197 or via e-mail at
gossetam@notes.udayton.edu; Brent Jonson, Square One, at (937) 461-2222; and Cathleen
Cason, Locks of Love, at (561) 963-1677.

